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Accessing the Law?



Using the law



Need for Legal Datasets

• Policy surveillance 
– Tracking laws over time
– Tracking laws across jurisdictions
– Examining legal provisions in a particular 

topic area



Need for Information on Law

• Policy Inventory
– What does the law say?
– How does the law impact my authority to act? 



• Scope of Laws
– Everything in state 

and local law
– Not just topic specific

• Data Collection
– Nebraska team 

collected laws
– Temple team verifies

Difference in Methods



• Defining questions
– generalizability

• Data Coding in 
Workbench on 
LawAtlas.org

Difference in Methods



Bodies of Law Covered
• Alcohol, Tobacco & Other 

Drugs

• Chronic Disease & Injury

• Environmental Health

• Foodborne Illness

• Structure & Governance

• Health Professions & 
Licensure

• Disasters & Emergencies

• Maternal Health, 
Children & Families

• Nutrition & Physical 
Activity

• Vital Statistics

• Mental & Behavioral 
Health

• Seniors & Aging

• Disabilities



NEBRASKA’S 
LAWATLAS SYSTEM

Available at:
www.lawatlas.org/nebraska



Local Level Laws



Workforce Assessment of 
Public Health Law

• How to find PH laws? Respondents looked up the law 
themselves (29%), used Google (51%), used the Department of 
Health website (40%) or the state legislative website (60%).

• Requests for additional resources include: online directory of 
laws (84%), in-person workshops (89%) or live webinars (85%) 
and an online certificate program in public health law (74%)
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Evaluation of PH Law

• Integration of legal dataset with 
existing surveillance data within the 
health department
– Clean indoor air laws with data on 

secondhand smoke exposure and 
infractions of the law
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