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DATA DICTIONARY 

Please define the following:

City

County

City/County

Town/Township

Multi-county

District

Region

Health Data


Free standing agency

Federal initiatives

Local health agency

Independent agency

Super agency/umbrella agency

Cabinet level agency

State social service agency

State Public Health Agency

State aging service

State board of health

State health official

Public Health Training

Statutory authority

Greatly increased

Slightly increased

Slightly decreased

Defined for the respondent (by ASTHO only):  

· Performed by: means the entity has directly provided a service or activity

· Contracted-means the state public health agency contracted with or granted monies to another entity who then directly performed the service or an activity

· Centralized Organizational Control-local public health services are provided through units and/or staff of the SHA

· Decentralized Organizational Control-local public health services are provided though agencies that are organized and operated by units of local government and/or local boards of health

· Shared Organizational Control-local public health services are subject to the shared authority of the state agency, as well as the local government and/or local boards of health

· Mixed Centralized and Decentralized Organizational Control—local public health services are provided though agencies organized and operated by units of local governments in some jurisdictions and by the state in other jurisdictions

· Performance standards-objective standards or guidelines that are used to assess an organization’s performance. Standards may be set by benchmarking against similar organizations, or based on national, state, or scientific guidelines

· Performance Measures-any quantitative measures or indicators of capacities, processes, or outcomes relevant to the assessment of an established performance goal or objective

· Reporting of progress-documentation and reporting of progress in meeting standards and targets and sharing of such information through feedback.

· Quality improvement process-establishment of a program or process to manage change and achieve quality improvement in public health policies, programs or infrastructure based on performance standards, measurements, and reports. 

· Health Improvement Plan-series of timely and meaningful action steps that define and direct the distribution of services, programs, and resources to improve your state’s health or definite strategic action steps to improve health status in the future. 

· Health Status Assessment-process by where a state public health agency assesses the health needs of the state and investigates adverse health effects and health hazards to create a snapshot of the health of the state population
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